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• The Examiner's Position 

The Examiner states at point 3: 

"the claims are directed at a method and the system for correlating a product to its 
purchaser. The product is encoded with a unique item identifier identifying the manufacturer 
and the item (not the kind, but each item). The product is further enclosed in a package having 
electronically readable form correlateable with the item identifying indicia. The product is 
purchased at a point of sale (POS) environment. As indicated in previous Office Action(s), 
purchasing of items and tacking of items are generally known in the art. However, the cited 
references, taken alone or in combinations, fail to suggest or teach that the items and packages 
are identically labeled, and the items purchased at retail POS environment are being tracked on 
each product level as set forth in the claims." 

• The Applicant's Comments: 

Applicant respectfully notes that the Examiner's statements are, of course, directed to 
only claims reciting purchase at a retail point of sale, e.g., claim 8. In respect of claim 8, it is 
respectfully noted that the clear language of the claim indicates that the items and packages are 
not necessarily "identically labeled" as may be understood from the Examiner's statement. It is 
unclear what is referenced in respect to "items purchased at retail POS environment are being 
tracked on each product level as set forth in the claims ." Applicant submits that the patentability 
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of the claims finds support in their limitations at least for the reasons discussed in the Appeal 
Brief filed February 13, 2004. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
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